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to give. At las: I did at least receive a much-asked-for
German copy of the Peace Conditions. In this I saw that
at the conclusion of Peace the German ships were to be
surrendered to the Allied Powers. It was not clear
whether the ships were to be handed over at the con-
clusion of the preliminary negotiations or whether this
was to be cone after Peace had been ofncialty ratified. I
therefore adopted the same attitude both for myself and
on behalf of the Interned Squadron that the Entente
would in its execution of official Peace, that is, in the
ratification by the three States, i.e. I would not have
admitted the right of the English Government to seize
the ships at the conclusion of the preliminary acceptance
of Peace unless, of course, the German Government had
previously furnished me with orders to the contrary.
Such an attempt on the part of the Entente I would have
regarded as an act of violence and would have answered
it by sinking the ships. Up to the very day of the sinking
of the Fleet the German Government gave me no direction
as to whether the preliminary Peace or the ratified Peace
was to be taken as the decisive occasion; perhaps the
mail-boat which arrived at Scapa Flow after the sinking
had such a letter for me; possibly the letter is still
detained by the censor in London. Judging by the con-
versations of the drifters' crews with our men I was cer-
tain that the English Admiral would take possession of
the German ships on the day the preliminary Peace was
signed. The correctness of my judgment was inadver-
tently proved by the English Admiral himself in his
speech condemning the sinking given on the 22 June. In
it he mentioned the letters which were just being com-
pleted to inform us of the conclusion of Peace ; one letter
would have sufficed for this ; by the very numbers of the
letters it undoubtedly proved that they were to be